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Island Age ~5,000 years  Island Area 11,600 acres 
 

City Incorporated November 5, 1974   
 

Square miles   17.5 sq. mi.  Beach frontage: 15.50   mi. Total     
Island shoreline  24.5 mi.     11.75 mi. Gulf of Mexico     
Mangrove frontage   9.0 mi.       3.75 mi. San Carlos Bay 
Land:  
Conservation lands (Includes SCCF lands and all public parks)  7,200 acres 

City Managed Preserve Land        600 acres 
J. N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge   5,400    acres includes Buck Key 
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation        1,200  acres 

Recreation Uses          575  acres 
Vacant undeveloped land         400  acres 
 

Average elevation: 4 ft. above sea level  Maximum elevation:  13 ft. above sea level 
Annual precipitation: 42.3 inches   Average temperature:  74° 
  

ANNUAL BUDGET FY 2009-10 FY 2010-11 
Governmental Funds 
            Operating  
            Capital 

As Adopted 
$35,433,203 

3,476,884 

As Adopted 
$28,336,528 

3,748,660 
Total Governmental 38,910,087 32,085,188 
Enterprise Funds 10,926,270 11,973,920 
Total Budget $49,836,357 $44,059,108 
Tax Valuation Calendar year 2010:  $4,212,115,621 (used for FY 2011 ad valorem budget) 

          Calendar year 2010: Will not be established by Property Appraiser until July 1, 2011 for the FY 2012 Budget 
 

 Tax Rates 
Millage (Tax) Rates (&): FY 2011 FY 2010 
Operating 2.1561 2.1561 
Voted Debt – Sewer .2484 0.2856 
Voted Debt – Land Acquisition: .0595 0.0561 
Voted Debt – Recreation Facility .1268 0.1172 

      (*) A mill equals $1 tax for every $1,000 of taxable property value. 
  
 

Total roads  80.68 miles 
Paved   61.37 miles    Public  61.83 miles 
Unpaved  19.31 miles    Private  18.85 miles 
 

Shared Use paths 22.85 miles 
 

Causeway length:        3 miles    Round trip toll: $6.00 
 

Resident Population: 1975 - 2,875 1995 - 5,753 2001 - 6,072  2010 Census Count 6,469 
   1985 - 4,237 1999 - 5,975 2005 - 6,272   (Estimate) by Bureau of Economic   
   1990 - 5,468 2000 - 6,064 2008 - 6,347  and Business Research                  

Median age 2000:       60.5 years  Seasonal Peak Population 2005: 18,000 
Registered voters 2009:         5,477   plus day visitors    13,000 
Registered voters 2010     5,673   TOTAL     31,000   
Registered voters 2011     5,460 
Sanibel Causeway traffic: 
1965 100,000 vehicles  2000  3,433,769 vehicles 2006 2,875,493 vehicles 
1975      795,348 vehicles  2001  3,460,347 vehicles 2007 2,918,579 vehicles 
1985   2,290,961 vehicles  2002  3,430,316 vehicles 2008 2,924,582 vehicles 
1990   3,020,181 vehicles  2003  3,257,747 vehicles 2009 2,926,862 vehicles 

     1995   3,199,822 vehicles  2004  3,112,301 vehicles  2010 2,886,605 vehicles
        2005  2,648,909 vehicles 

 

Dwelling Units as of March 2009    
Total             8,299  Hotels, motels & cottages  739 
Single family            3,981  Timeshares    384 
Multi family            3,115  Mobile homes      80 
 

Sanibel School (January 2011)     Grades K-8  Enrollment:   338 students   



Sanibel Public Access Beach Information 
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Blindpass Beach   (11-46-21-T1-00108.0060) 
Located at The Very West End of Island 
City Owned and Maintained 
 

 Lighthouse Beach & Fishing Pier (21-46-23-T2-0038.0000) 
112 Periwinkle Way Located Very East End of Island 
Coastguard Owned, City Maintained 

- Acreage = 1.5 
- West End of Island 
- 28 Parking Spaces 
- A or B Parking Permits Can Be Used or -- 
- General Parking Fee of $2.00 Per Hour 
- Handicapped Accessible 

 

Bowman’s Beach   (13-46-21-T3-00004.0000) 
Located Off San-Cap Road 
County Owned, City Maintained 
 

- Acreage = 50.0 
- Changing Room 
- Showers (2) 
- Drinking Fountains (2) 
- Soda Machine 
- Picnic Areas – 24 Tables, 6 Grills 
- West End of Island 
- Restrooms 
- 218 Parking Spaces 
- A or B Parking Permits Can Be Used or -- 
- Lee County Permit or --  
- General Parking Fee of $2.00 Per Hour 
- Handicapped Accessible 
- Bike Racks 
- Playground 
- Fitness Trail 
- Pavilion  

 - Acreage 44.7 
- East End of Island 
- Fishing Pier (on Bay Side) 
- Shell Display 
- Drinking Fountains 
- Picnic Area (Gulfside – 3 Picnic Tables, 1 Grill) 
- Picnic Area (Fishing Pier – 3 Picnic Tables, 2 B-B-Q Grills) 
- Bike Racks  
- 150 Parking Spaces 
- A or B Permits Can Be Used or -- 
- General Parking Fee of $2.00 Per Hour 
- Restrooms 
- Handicapped Accessible 
- 24 Hour Parking 
 

Tarpon Bay Beach  Use Trost Parking Lot for Beach Parking 
Located End of Tarpon Bay Road Gulf Side 
City Owned and Maintained 
 

- Acreage = 0.9 
- Bike Rack 
- Mid Section of Island 
- 70 Parking Spaces 
- A or B Parking Permits Can Be Used or -- 
- General Parking Fee of $2.00 Per Hour 
- Restrooms 
- Outside Shower 
- Handicapped Accessible 

   

Gulfside Beach (Algiers)  (36-46-22-T1-00007.0000) 
2001 Algiers Lane 
Located Off Casa Ybel Road  
City Owned and Maintained 
 

- Acreage = 27.5 
- Bike Racks 
- Drinking Fountain 
- Outside Shower 
- Mid Section of Island 
- Restrooms 
- Picnic Area – 5 Tables, 3 B-B-Q Grills 
- 46 Parking Spaces 
- C Permit Only or -- 
- General Parking Fee of $2.00 Per Hour 
- Handicapped Accessible 

 Turner Beach    (11-46-21-00-00001-0010) 
17200 San-Cap Road 
Located on Captiva, Just Across the Bridge From Sanibel 
County Owned and City Maintained 
 

- Acreage = 2.0 
- West End of Island  
- Restrooms 
- 25 Parking Spaces 
- Lee County Permit or -- 
- General Parking Fee of $2.00 Per Hour 
- Handicapped Accessible 
- Showers 
- Drinking Fountain 

   
 

West Gulf Drive, Buttonwood Lane, Seagrape Lane,  
East Gulf at Colony Bay Drive 
 

- A Parking Permits Only 
 
 

Fulgur Street, Donax Street, Nerita Street, Beach Road,  
Bailey Road, Dixie Beach Sanctuary Overlook 
 

- A or B Parking Permits Only 
 

 Boat Ramp   (20-46-23-T1-00002.20000) 
Located First Left When Entering the Island 
City Owned and Maintained 
 

- Acreage = 6.0 
- North and East of Island 
- 78 Parking Spaces 
- C Parking Permits Only or -- 
- General Parking Fee of $2.00 Per Hour 
- Picnic Area – 3 Tables, 2 Grills 
- Handicapped Accessible 
- Bike Rack 
- Restrooms Located at Chamber of Commerce – 1/8 Mile South 

 


